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2375 September 28, 1900 

Two suspicious cases on the steamship Newcastle from Tampico. 

Eeedy Island Quarantine, 
via Port Penn, Del., September 18, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to confirm my telegram of this date as follows : 

Steamship Newcastle, eight days from Tampico, arrived 3 p. m., yesterday ; 2 sick. 
Observed eighteen hours ; strongly suspect mild yellow fever. Vessel now underway 
for Breakwater to leave sick ; Goldberger in charge. Have notified Young. 

Upon boarding the Newcastle yesterday the entire crew appeared at 
muster, but the clinical thermometer revealed 2 men with marked ele- 
vation of temperature — Johnson with 40.8° C, pulse 104; Scott with 
41° C, pulse 108. Further examination showed the men to be quite ill. 

Johnson had been taken sick suddenly the night previous to entering 
the capes (September 16) with chill, pains in head and back, and fever. 
He claimed to have had yellow fever in New Orleans in 1898. 

Scott was taken with much the same symptoms the same night. He 
made no claims to immunity. 

Both men stated that they had been in excellent health previous to 
their sudden attacks. 

At daylight this morning Johnson' s temperature was 38. 8° C. , pulse 90 ; 
face much flushed ; pain in back and head ; some nausea ; epigastrium 
and region of gall bladder very tender ; gums congested ; eyes slightly 
suffused ; urine contains about 10 per cent moist albumin. 

Scott's condition at the same hour was as follows: Temperature, 
39. 7° C. ; pulse, 108 ; does not complain of much pain ; gums spongy and 
bleed easily ; breath foul ; eyes and general surface suffused ; no albu- 
minuria. 

At 11 a. m., after making careful examination for plasmodia in the 
blood of both patients, their cases were considered suspicious enough 
for radical action, and the vessel was sent to the breakwater to leave 
the sick and such other men as she could spare. She will return to this 
quarantine by daylight to-morrow, when the work of disinfection will 
begin. 

At Tampico the Newcastle lay seven days at a dock, discharging coal, 
and though the master claims that his crew did not go ashore, he states 
that the ship swarmed with people from the shore. The Newcastle is a 
comparatively new vessel and has been running between Baltimore and 
Mexican ports. 

Bespectfully, T. F. Bichardson, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. S. M. H. S., In Command. 

Arrival at New Orleans of the steamship Auguste,from Glasgow. 

New Orleans, La., September 9, 1900. 
Sir : The steamship Auguste, from Glasgow, is now undergoing dis- 
infection at the Mississippi Biver Quarantine Station ; also the steam- 
ship Volage, from Bio de Janeiro. 

Bepect fully, Edmond Sotjchon, M. D., 

President Louisiana State Board of Health. 

Report of the tornado at Galveston. 

Galveston, Tex., September 11, 1900. 
Sir : I sent you a dispatch yesterday giving you a few facts in regard 
to the tornado which wrecked this island on the 8th day of September and 
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night. Words of mine can not portray to you the devastation caused. 
I have been nearly over the island and I have not seen a house that was 
not damaged. Thousands of houses were blown from their foundations 
and wrecked. The loss of life by drowning was large, at least 5,000. 
Five hundred dead bodies and more drifted ashore at Virginia Point. 
Bodies at this moment, 2 p. m. , are taken by dray loads from the debris, 
and carried past the office every few minutes to be buried at sea or in 
some hole in the ground. Funerals can not be thought of. There is 
lack of fresh water. 

The water and electiic plants were wrecked. One hundred and fifty 
men began work at the waterworks yesterday and they hope to furnish 
water by to-morrow. There is no gas. There are no street cars ; the 
street-car power house was wrecked. The aerometer at the Weather 
Bureau broke down when 84 miles per hour was reached. It is esti- 
mated that the velocity of the wind was 100 miles an hour. The water 
was over the whole island, and at the highest part of the island the 
water was 5 feet deep. At the house where I boarded the water was 
7 feet deep, and the wind was from the northeast, shifting to southeast, 
then south. The current flowing from the Gulf over the island from 
southeast to northwest was very rapid, bearing houses, debris, and living 
beings at a rapid rate to sea. 

St. Mary's Infirmary was nearly wrecked. Only a small portion of 
the new part of the hospital was saved. The wooden part, the chapel, 
the cottage for county patients and for women was totally wrecked, and 
7 dead were taken from the debris. 

JSfo man can look upon the devastation and not weep for the lost. 

Mrs. Peckham was in Houston. I saved 17 persons in the house 
where I was. One man in the house left his wife and 2 children to be 
looked after by me and stayed in the railroad station. 

All railroad bridges (there were 3) and 1 wagon bridge were swept 
away. 

All provisions and supplies come by Texas City or direct from 
Houston. 

I have been dressing injuries at the office for seamen and at my 
boarding house. Please wire me if I have your permission to dress 
the wounded, furnishing gauze, etc. I assume I have your authority 
until I hear to the contrary. There is much that I can do to save life. 
It seems humane when both hospitals are nearly wrecked and the 
wounded without care would perish. 

Eespectfully, C. T. Peckham, 

Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 

.REPORTS FROM THE MEXICAN BORDER. 

El Paso, Tex., September 15 — Inspection service. — I have the honor to 
report the following summary of work at this station for the week ended 
September 15, 1900 : Inspection of Mexican Central Eailroad passenger 
trains, 110 persons; inspection of Eio Grande and Pacific Eailroad 
passenger trains, 28 persons: inspection of immigrants, 34 persons; 
disinfection of baggage, clothing, etc., of immigrants, 14 pieces; dis- 
infection of soiled linen imported for laundry, 445 pieces ; fumigation 
of 2 cars loaded with cattle bones imported ; vaccination performed on 
immigrants and children, 11 ; 4 passengers from Tampico, Mexico — let 
them pass after one night's detention, receiving information from the 
consul that the city was entirely free from any contagious disease. 
Eespectfully, E. Alexander, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8. 



